JyJARRIAGE 


E-om Now 



Dr. Ira S. Wile, Psychiatrist, 
Expresses the Opinion That the State 
May Control All Mating a Century 
Hence, With Eugenics as the 
Chief Thought in Mind 


By Hannah Stein 

M ORE than 100 years ago prototypes 
of Cinderella forsook tlicir humble 
corner in a humble home lo marry a 
Prince. That whs the type of fniry-tale 
Hans Christian Andersen conceived for 
, Danish children of his day and forever 
hence. 

But Dr, Ira S. Wile, a more practical 
thinker than Andersen, an author, 
physician and psychiatrist, in looking 
ahead at marriage IDO years from now, 
rubbed his Aladdin's lamp ancl asked 
quite naturally: 

"What will you have? A marriage in 
China? Then you may have polygamy, 
Among the Todas, a matriarchy and 
polyandry. If you want a marriage in 
India 100 years hence you may choose 
anything you wish. And if you preier to 
live in Russia at that time it is sare to 
assume that you will get what Russians 
arc enjoying now, an 'on and off’ mar¬ 
riage—trial, companionate, consecutive 
monogamy without guarantee; with a 
proviso that when you arc ready in have 
it ended, you just send your mate a 
postcard to lei. him know when he wakes 
up the nexL morning that lie is 
divorced." 

DIOR an appreciable momenL Dr, Wile 
*- fancied the trnnsllion of marriage 
within a casual ratlins ol 100 years. 

"True, there always will be diversities 
in marriage on flie basis of the tradi¬ 
tions of the various countries,he said. 
“Political and religious domination will 
always prevail over the social slafns nl 
a commonwealth. But in a civilization 
like ours, lor instance, what innovations 
are reasonable to oxptvt m 100 ye.tis? 

“JL seems lo me that by that lime 
eugenics will be such an important 
factor m marriage that I fancy there 
will be a central clearing house for 
matrimonial purposes. 

"I mean there will be a bureau ol icr- 
onls under Government control irmn 
the moment one is born. Hie procedure 
will be ilke ibis. When a birth cer¬ 
tificate is tiled in llic Hall ol Records, 
a ropv win be sent io this pel oiincl 
deparlment ami (he record kept up to 
dale, pio and cun, that is, not nnlv will 
the progress ol tile individual lie re¬ 
corded but. also all Ins physical and 
menial defects, blemishes, congenital 
diseases and impel feet ions of any kind 
through inheritance, amdent oi ac¬ 
quisition. 

"For illustration, Tom Smith-the 
Smiths and (he Joneses and the Browns 
will still lie popular 10U years from 
now—Tom Smith is 25 years ol age and, 
according lo his leeoid, lie is ol the 
selective type. Tall, normal mentally tiucl 
physically, good to lonk :U nn 11 ic photo¬ 
graph, college bred, belonging lo a 
cultivated iamlly and economically 
stable. 

“Tom Smith mini', to marrv So lie 
registers his intentions at Hie bureau 
and asks for samples, plans and speci¬ 
fications. 

“Noiv, if the State is to be concerned 


(( A FFECTION is not really the sole essential in 
marriage,” says Dr. Ira S. Wile. “If you take 
100 men and place them on one side of a room, 100 
women oil the other, and if, on the theory of a ‘Paul 
Jones’ dance, you have them run for their partners for 
marriage without knowing anything about love, you will 
find that their marriage will work out all right if they 
observe three important rules: A conscious willingness 
for livablcness, an attitude of respect and tolerance and 
a generous spirit in character and personality.” 


Dr. Ira S. Wile, 
who advances 
some new 
thoughts on 
future 

marriage and 
family life 



with Tom Smith ns the beget I er of the 
next generation, and If tile laws ol 
eugenic.', are to be observed, the respon¬ 
sibility will lest with the bureau lo find 
for him a pinper wife Simple enough- 
Ca.se cards will lie filed and noss- 
indried in Mich fashion liiut it will be 
iniiipai.iliicli easy tor a dependable 
ilcrk to siit out a number of equally 
dcf.iiable women from whom Tom Smith 
may choose a mate. Or the rase may he 
the oilier way around. Either Ihc man 
or I hr woman may apply for quotations 
and sjiccimcns. 

“So much for the preparation ol iiiiir- 
liago. Mruv 1 fancy that maniage it sell 
will take on so many Interesting innova- 
lions that we may have a class sjslrm 
as we have for funerals today a first- 
ijay, tiiucr.il with a postilion and sis 
white houses; n second-class and less 
ostentatious luneral, and a third, of a 
si ill simpler type. 

"But. foi mamage, the Slate will be 


in charge and ihc deciding point for 
class' will lir public values from the 
eugenics point of i icw, or the sclcctive- 
ncss of Hie breed." 

B efore went any further with 
Die discussion on marriage, which 
Dr. Wile limit up on a fanciful theory 
nf an imv’Lmniiiate sentence or his 
novel recommendation for continuity In 
marriage by annual rejection of divorce, 
ho reverted to a contemporary preface 
io marriage known as courtship in I he 
year 1933. 

"Courtship is a relatively modern 
msliLnlion and we find it only m ex¬ 
tremely emancipated countries,'' he 
said, “In the orient, for instance, a 
courtship belirei'ti a boy and girl as \vc 
know it here is .ilmosl unheard of. in 
China you still find lhai a young man 
ni-iv have little idea of v.hat his bride 
is like until after ihc wedding cere¬ 
mony. The same custom prevails Ln al¬ 


most every Eastern country where 
women live in separate quarters or 
where they must cover the face with a 
veil. 

"Right. here in the United States, 
along the pacific coast, Japanese im¬ 
migrants have often selected their 
brides from photographs sent over to 
them from Japan. No courtship, none of 
(ho amorous preliminaries which enfci 
into the lives ot American young people 
before the boy asks the girl lor her 
hand. There is. nevertheless, an element 
of romance in ail marriage. There is the 
romance of adventure and risk. 

"Among the trappers in the northern 
part of Canada, a group of potential 
wives were selected and sent to them by 
their native countries. And they mar¬ 
ried without previous acquaintance and 
courtship; Ihcir marriages arc as suc¬ 
cessful as anywhere else. And many arc 
happy ever after. 

“You sen, affection in marriage is a 
comparatively new thing. JL is a lceent 
development under the social coercion 
in which \vc live, ll is a )»ychologscal 
condition grown out ciT so-called highci 
civilization and is the natural con¬ 
sequence in Uns agr of individualism. 

“But affection is not really tile sulc 
essential m marnaae. If jou take 100 
men and place tlmm mi one side of the 
room. 100 women on flic other, and if, 
on (he theory of a ‘Paul Jones' dance, 
you have them run for iticir partners for 
marriage without knowing anything 
about love, you will find that their mar¬ 
riages will work out all right, without a 
courtship if they observe ihree impor¬ 
tant rules: 

"A conscious willingness ior Itvable- 
nrss. an attitude of respect and tol¬ 
erance. and geneions spirit in charac¬ 
ter and personality." 

mHOUGH Di. Wile himself hill con- 
J- teased that a subject of this kind 
ran only be discussed by way of genial 
banter, it is Interesting, nevertheless, to 
have this fanciful point of view lrotn 
one of the most famous physicians on 
emotional ills. 


A Fellow of the American Psychiatric 
Association, once president of the Amer¬ 
ican Orthopsychiatrio Association, a 
founder of the New York School Lunch 
System and physician at the Mount 
Sinai Hospital in New York among 
other affiliations, one finds every hour 
in his office men and women who seek 
his advice on how to go on. 

"If marriage is Lo be the outcome of 
a. careful palLern 100 years from now,' 1 
Dr, Wile continued, "then its termina¬ 
tion should be an integral part of the 
plan. 

"When I suggested rtlflercnL ‘class’ 
marriages a moment ago, 1 had in 
mind that the tenure of every mar¬ 
riage should be determined right at 
the beginning and should be based on 
the conditions in each case. The 
question to be asked in each case is to 
be this: Is it going to be profitable to 
the State, or hazardous, to bind a 
couple for an indeterminate or a defi¬ 
nite period? 

"On the other hand, there may be 
a ten-year marriage and a five-year 
marriage, which will carry only rea¬ 
sonable assurance; but these certifi¬ 
cates will contain a guarantee of con¬ 
tinuity which will be the State’s sanc¬ 
tion that they may renew their con¬ 
tract if they wish, In other words, the 
permanent marriage certificate will 
only designate the attitude of the 
State, without making it compulsory 
that It be permanent; whereas the 
short-term marriage need not be dis¬ 
solved if two persons wish Lo go an 

fryou sec, with marriages made in 

J- the bureau on Lhe basis of equal¬ 
ity, the whole matter of marriage and 
divorce will be under such perfect, con¬ 
trol I hat al! marriage certificate;, except 
ihc permanent ones will include the 
coupon for divorce, with dividends at¬ 
tached. 

"In point of fact, we have reason to 
believe that 100 years will not alter the 
fundamental conditions that have been 
built up under a definite social system. 
Returning to China again, it is hardly 
likely that there will be any change in 
their laws on divorce. Today, a 
Chinese cannot divorce a wife whom 
lie married when they were poor and 
she worked side by side with him. A 
Mohammedan cannot divorce a woman 
whose parents arc dead and who has 
no home to return lo. When be docs 
divorce his wife, he must return the 
dowry she brought to him The prim¬ 
itive Apache divorced as the Russian 
docs today—merely sending word to 
the make that the marriage is oil. 

“Under the new arrangement wc arc 
predicting for our own United States, 
it seems to me that the Government 
also will be able lo control population 
and dictate a decentralized plan. 

"Plato did that once by advising that 
only 50.0HO people should be within a 
given area. Even today, nomadic 
races who live on ihc plunder they 
pick up as they go along and have 
only a limited supply of food have 
certain rights against increases in 
population. I! there is not enough 
food to go around and a woman is 
careless enough to have twins, she may 
have to kill one child. If she ts care¬ 


less enough to bear another set of 
twins, the tribe may kill her. That, 
apparently, Is the primitive idea of 
birth control, 

"So much for numbers. Now for 
types. That, too, will be under State 
control. The Maori (an Australian 
tribe) discovered more than a thou¬ 
sand years ago that war had aftected 
the race adversely. Some of the best 
men in the service ol Lhe people had 
been killed by some insignificant weak¬ 
lings who happened to have some skill 
with a bow' and arrow. And their 
tallest men, because of their singular 
height, usually were among the first to 
fall. 

GITTHEN they realized that the race 
” bad become depleted of their best 
specimens, they devised another plan. 
They substituted hand-to-hand fight¬ 
ing for bows and arrows. Fight they 
must, but instead of putting the first- 
class stock in the first line of battle, 
they let the second-class men go for¬ 
ward and the generals behind. If 
some pad to die, let it be the poorer 
ones who were unfit for parenthood. 

"By our own scheme of mamage and 
generally accepted control 100 years 
front now, we not only will control 
n urnbeis but also influence the age 
at death. In the last fifty years we 
have raised the average age at death 
by fifteen years. And ft seems to me 
that with a higher breed in. 100 years 
hence we may be able to increase it 
from 55 to 70 or BO or possibly 90 years 
of age. 

''But at all times and as far ahead 
as. you please, there always will arise 
certain conditions which will influence 
the social compulsions of that time. If 
there will be a great war and a large 
majority of men will die out, it may be 
necessary lo introduce polygamy again. 
If some jiestilence should destroy a 
large number of women, we may have 
polyandry sanctioned by the State. All 
depends upon the social theory that un- 
Inrcseen conditions may affect and 
develop. 

"If Lhe laboring class dies out for 
some reason or other, the bureau mav 
have to provide a specially bred class 
to carry on nomntellectua! and heavy 
kinds of manual work. And if the 
times call for a highly specialized 
group of philosophers and thinkers, an 
effort will bo made to supply these rare 
ixioplc.'’ 

A FTER all these fanciful expedients, 
when individualism will go out and 
rnbotism will come m, what will be¬ 
come of the home? 

"No doubt the family will be a small 
one." he said. “Men and women will 
work and play much more together, 
and mothers may give up their sons 
to the State as the Spartan women did 
years ago Or all children may be 
raised in n creche according to the 
needs of the State. The machine will 
work harder and faster, people will en¬ 
joy more leisure, and as far as it vs 
humanly possible, people will strive to 
control their own destiny in terms of 
satisfactions, pleasure and acceptance 
of life as it then moves on to further 
changes.'' 

Cop'jt iah t 





